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SCIENTIST TED SALLIS I5 FORCED TO INJECT HIMSELF 
NTH pala aige SERUM THAT ENEMY GEN] 2 WERE: 


IL 
A DANGER TO THOSE HE COMES IN CONTACT WITH ... 
poe ee [EVER KNOWS FEAR BURNS AT THE TOUCH ... 


ACCIDENTALLY BITTEN BY A GENETICALLY ALTERED SPIDER, 
TEENAGER PETER PARKER NOW FINDS HE HAS THE 
PROPORTIONATE ABILITIES OF A SPIDER. 


STRENGTH, AGILITY, A SPIDER LIKE SIXTH SENSE WARNING 
HIM OF PERSONAL DANGER, AND MOST AMAZING OF ALL-- 


PETER CAN WALK ON WALLS 
AS THE AMAZING 
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I-I-1-- 
have three 
kids and--and-- L Hand 
and we live on a SY me the crow- 
fixed income [es ‘ bar. It's waaay 
that-- A past time to 


ict 
See | 


Yo, man, this 
is the part of 
the plan that I 
may not be 
0 into. 
A 


Are you kidding : 4 
me? This is genius. Z 
This is old school, Ce Me 


This is the 
way they used 
yates 
the day. Like in 


all kinds of things 
the twenties. Jee 


down there. 


are you, : 
five years 
old? ™ ‘Come on, man, 
let's just take 
the subway. 


I think you 
are, I think youre 
a five-year-old girl 
with pigtails, 


Yeah, no ~ 
one ever got 


there. 
=7__ Come on 
*( There's nothing 

down here. 


JS, We 30 throu: 
for a couple of blocks, 
pop up the other side, 
shake down another 


stupid broad 


Ican pay 
my rent and Dude, there 
your lady will 4 ain't no monster 
stay out of alligators living 
down here. 


Is that what they 
call them? Yeah-- 
an urban myth. 


Dear Marsha, 
Tlove you 


and I'm sorry. 


T hope you will believe 
me when I say that ’'m 
sorry I destroyed the life 
TI promised you. 


Iam sorry that I have 
let you down as botha 
husband and a father. 


I know it is impossible 
to ask, but I hope one 
day you will forgive me 
and only remember the 
good times. And there 
were many, weren't there? 


Thank God for that, 
because now I will need 
them, I will have to hold 
onto them for dear life. 


T've been thinking a lot 
about why our marriage 
worked and there's a lot 
of reasons-- 


--I know that. 


But I think the one that 
completely filled me-- 
completely touched me 
every day--was the 
fact that you were so 
proud of me, 


Inever told 
you that. 


Treally 
should have. 


Just how proud you were of 
me and my work. 


Knowing you felt that way 
filled my day with such an extra 
sense of accomplishment. 


I loved to teach, 


I know you know that but --I 
guess the idea that I can't do it 
anymore makes me realize it all 
over again. 


I'm going to miss that 
moment. The one where you can 
see in their eyes that they ‘get’ 
what you are saying. When it 
clicks. 


That they aren't just learning 
because they have a test and a 
grade to worry about, but 
understanding something that 
you said because they wanted fo. 


And then there's the 
experiments. Or I should say -- 
‘The Experiment’. 


You said to me:'So many 
people would just take whatever 
life has to offer them. That most 
people lose a limb and that would 
be that. But that I found a way to 
use it as a springboard for 
scientific idea and reason.’ 


And I would look away and 

1 pretend not to hear you say it, but 
LT did. I just didn't know how to 
take the compliment. 


Tlove you for understanding 
B. me, and Tlove you for never 
} asking me to be home when I 
was at the lab. 


Or making me choose 
between you and the 
experiments. knowing that my 
work was part of why you loved 
me. 


I think of all the terrible 
marriages we know of. 


All of our friends who just 
imprison themselves in these 
meaningless and selfish battles 
of will that they disguise as 
commitment. 


And how I had ‘us' and how 
badly I squandered it. 


I wonder how ditterently 


everything would have turned oe Things are fi ; 
oat if the university would have : going well. Guys, __Im telling you~ 
seen the experiments the way well youremember” We willbe al Phase 6 ) 
you did. § Dean Moore. 4 PY FPS." yur 


believe it? 


a an 
/f they would have believed 

in me -- the way you did. 
Unconditionally. 


Yes, wel, that's 
what Iam here to 
talk to you about. 


sf ll 


funding is 
being Cut. 


lee a 
NOTIN ] \ 
J Ny P| y 
li Curt, what do you CAS 
‘expect? Higher learning is \S 
a business, Curt, and, isten, q 
business is bad. Attendance 


is way down. Scholarship 
money is harder and harder to— 


~-and your work 
is going 60 slow 
I told you this. At this 
point we had to decide 
at this idea of yours is 
long shot at best. 


iE 


How can you say The lizard runs 
that? Reptilian DNA hosts ¥ for shelter leaving 
any number of--listen--a a Squirming tail to 
lizard. A lizard can release confuse or distract 
its tail from its body— 
break it off--when grabbed 
by a predator. 


It may take 
three or four months \ 
to grow the replacement. \ 
But it does. They can 
grow back entire body 
parts from nothing. 


And there has to 


bea ey to incorporate 
that biology into human 


reason you 
to continue 
this for so long was 
in because of your 
d ‘onal situation. 
%@ igh bur--your personal 
= —— . s\investment in 
q 

Curt--youlve ( \ 
been working on this : 

for five years, 


a 


‘Come on Curt, you are “ig that from a business 
‘\so well liked among the standpoint we cannot 
iN students. ~ continue funding some- 
And we adore \ thing like this without 
‘you here at the university] > concrete results, 
‘and we sincerely hope to 
have you on staff for as 

long as you want. 
But the gal 


Im saying 
we Tustoant 


pay for it 
‘And results 


get the attention YA 


Wete so 


People try to pinpoint them. 
Try to isolate them so and say: 
‘That's it. That's the moment I 
ruined my life.’ People try to find 
these moments but they can't-- 
No. Because really it's never just 
one moment, 


IE 


It's a lifetime of bad moments ___Oh, but of course, not for me, 
and bad decisions, my defining moment is so obvic 


Weve been cteaaly increasing the 
Oh, It was our Ve be incr 
Professor, Ff project, too. And “Rada iotogeae di beguas 
Tm so, so } \we just wanted you Ss 
to know that.. 


the dosage. We pump: 
up the amphetamine 
mix and decrease the 


backwards, 


= = VEZ. 
Ws dont nove Sg 
time for the dog! 

Didn't you hear? age 


Time is money 
and we are fresh 
out of both. 


7 We go to phase 
seven and we do 
it rignt..now, We ao it) § 
tonignt!!! ) 7 And then what happened? 


Were out of \ 
time, kids"! \\" 


_ _~ « a 
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%, 
others left. They wouldr 
have anything to do with him in 
the state he was in. 


about people always taking things away from him. 
mean, this was a big issue for juess. People taking things from : 4 
him. Kinda makes sense when you think about it...his arm. i ’ 7 ' ‘The pain-- he yelled that 
re the pain was driving him 


athe © , y 4 < ay insane. He started making 
And then what Befe I Id top hi bef I i os 9 Mmea these noises. These.noises 
eee happened? jefore I could even stop him- before p } il 4 ry Vy like-- like an animal 


abilae® could do anything he injected himself G-guttural noises 


with his new measurements of the serum. 


The doctor, he--he 
turned around to 
face me. His face 
whipped around. 

Looking right at me. 


That's when I 


fainted, I-- I- 
because I thought he would / : ; , 
calm down after awhile. Like Pr " . A F was woken 
get a hold of himself. = > up by pe 


Have you heard 
reports of the 


Do you think that 


Tyelled at him. I -- it was i > 4 f f could be Dr. Conners? |i 
everything opposite of Vg j 


what he had taught us 
was protocol for these : Z 
kind of experiments. E Z f YA cont || 
: how would 
Tkno\ 


But he apologized to me 
andhe started to tryto fe 
BY explain himself. He seemed, 


like, instantly sobered up We showed young Ms. Li 


Clear. His eyes wide open. the only existing picture of 
Wider than Thave ever seen this so-called sewer monster. 


. . 4 ‘ if 
yj | /, ' 
them the two years Ive q roy Mp / This Man-Thing, The picture 
inown ben k , Ly upset her, 
y But then he--he twitched “ } /) q | y / - | 
Kind of like a spasm. And it [f y | / l None ple cote | 
' surprised us both, Wy y friend youre talking 


about. I can't think that. 
How could I think that? 


‘And then we--we both 
realized that his arm--his missing 
arm-started to—it was starting 

to form. It was forming right in 
his sleeve. Growing in: 


¥' As we both looked at this-- 

this biological miracle that 

wm loobariren 
of us...he started to breathe 


really heavily. Really loudly. 


V7” Aunt May, 
Im going to 
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had a run-in this 
weekend with something 
| just don't understand... 
yet again. I've only been 
putting on my sil 
costume for a little while | 
and already | seem to 
runinto something! 
don't understand on 
a biweekly basis. 


So many things in this 
city that I don't 
exist. I can’ 
crazy this world is getting. 


I'm going to have to start reminding myself to take quiet moments like this 
kind of soak it in. Try to get a little perspective. A little introspective. 
oll ch. i 


an 
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I swear to God I was just 
going to sit home and watch 

TV until my brain melted. | was 
actually looking forward to it. 


; wi 
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by the spider that gave 
me my powers--who knows 
what could of happened. 


ae 
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.or if that spider bit a little closer ul hi 


to a vein, or on my face instead of my 
hand, and who knows... 


z 
ong 


W | couldhave 
grown six arms . Helt kind 
and shot silly Z J compelled to look 
stringoutmy [— into this thing. To 
butt. see if maybe | could 
do something. 


‘duh-duh-- 


Lon 
Me 
oat 


W: 
this isn't the Vir 
megastor 


a secon 


under these mysterious and 
vaguely reptilian circumstances... 


these sightings and rumors of some kind of 
half man-half creature living in the sewers starte: 


On TV they said that this one mugger supposedly got gobbled up by him. Supposedly. People 
are starting to -- and by people I mean the media--and | know firsthand what a big load of gooey 
garbanzo beans the media is -- but they are starting to say that whatever happened to the doctor 
and this creature might be connected. 


That maybe he turned into some horrible 
disfigured lizard thing and he's pulling people 
down into the sewer and doing God knows what. 


Mental note: 
next time bring 
a flashlight. 


Maybe | should 
make a belt for 
myself, fill it full of 
tools or something. 


Nah, that'd 
be lame ina 
big way. 


And you know--a few 
weeks ago I would have 
slapped my knee and 
called you silly if you 
would have told me some 
bogusness like that-- 


but after what happened 
to me--after what happened 
at our school. Well... 
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F  PL-please 
Please, Doctor, I only 
want to help’you 
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All the way to the 
hospital the poor 

guy--he kept asking 
me what happened-- 
what was going on. 


I didn't have 
a freakin’ clue. —- 


| was in just as much 
shock as he was--so | just 
didn't answer. 


So, yeah, | dropped him off 
) inthe emergency room, and 
was, of course, chased off by if 
security...again, 
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Never heard there was a ASE | 
I never heard about him tearful reunion with his family. =~=——= 
on the news or anything. a z Thope there was. 
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I never told you this, but not so long ago 
this guy, who quite frankly was wackier 
than Bjork with a case of sunstroke, told me 
that all these crazy things, all this stuff is 
somehow connected. 


Because | really, really, really 
don't know what to make of it. 


I'm not sure what he meant. And mostly 
because this guy was whack. 


But I did think about it. What is connected? 
All the accidents? All these science-related 
accidents that keep changing people like 
myself or Doctor Conners or whatever that 
thing was in the sewer? 


1 mean, what were the odds of what 
happened to me with the spider? You 
were there. How could that have been 
connected to something else? It was a 
total fluke. 


How could that be connected to the 
Hulk or Iron Man? Even typing it sounds 
stupid. The guy was nuts. There's... 


~\ 
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Martha -- I love you. 
I will always love you, 


But I car't ask you 
to wait for me. I know 
that. 


But I can ask you 
not to hate me. You are 
my one true friend in 
this world, 


I made a promise to 
you -- and I can't keep 
it. But neither can I come 
home to you like this, If 
there's even a chance I 
will turn again -- I can't 
come home. 


I would never be so 
selfish. I will come back 
to you when I have 
redeemed myself and 
when I am a whole man 
again. 


I hope you will still 
have me. 


--Curt 


